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MADHURASHTAKAM - SRI VALLABACHARYA

Sweet are His lips and His mien is sweet.
Sweet are His eyes as His smiles are sweet.
Sweet is His heart as His bearing is sweet.
The Lord of sweetness is entirely sweet.
Lord Sri Krishna is entirely sweet.

Sweet are His words as His actions are sweet.
Sweet is His dress as His posture is sweet.
Sweet is His gait as His gestures are sweet.
The Lord of sweetness is entirely sweet.
Lord Sri Krishna is entirely sweet.

Sweet is His song and His pure drink is sweet.
Sweet is His food and His sleeping is sweet.
Sweet is His charm as His forehead is sweet.
The Lord of sweetness is entirely sweet.
Lord Sri Krishna is entirely sweet.

Sweet are His limbs as His sporting is sweet.
Sweet are His guiles as His pranks are sweet.
Sweet is His mouth and His resting is sweet.
The lord of sweetness is entirely sweet,

Lord Sri Krishna is entirely sweet.

Sweet is His pearls and His garland is sweet.
Sweet is Jamna and Her rippling is sweet.
Sweet is the Stream and the lotus is sweet.
The Lord of sweetness is entirely sweet.
Lord Sri Krishna is entirely sweet.

Sweet are His maids and His frolics are sweet.
Sweet is His love and His parting is sweet.
Sweet are His pets and His leavings are sweet.
The Lord of sweetness is entirely sweet.

Lord Sri Krishna is entirely sweet.

Sweet are His mates and His cows are sweet.
Sweet is His staff as His creation is sweet.
Sweet is His wrath as His graces are sweet.
The Lord of sweetness is entirely sweet.
Lord Sri Krishna is entirely sweet.
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KIRTAN

b Sri Nama
by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

(1)
gay goramadhur sware
hare krsna hare krsna, krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama, rama, rama hare hare
Lord Gaurasundara sings in a very sweetvoice, ‘Hare krsna, hare krsna, krsna
Krsna, hare hare/hare rama, hare rama, rama rama, hare hare.”

@

grhe thako, vane thako, sada ‘hari bole’dako,
; sukhe duhkhe bhulo nako, vadane hari-namkoro re

Whether you live at home or as a forest saint; in happiness or sadness, don’t
forget-chant the Holy Name and il your lips with harinama.

©)
maya-jale baddha ho’ye acho miche kaja lo’ye,
ekhona o cetana peye, radha-madhav-nam bolore
Bound in maya's netyou've slaved and toiled in vain. But now that you have a human
Jife consciousness, chant ‘Radha-Madhava.”

()
jivana hoilo $esa, na bhajile hrsikesa
bhaktivinod-upadesa, ekbar nam-rase mato re
This life must surely end soon, and you have not worshiped Hrsike3a, the master
of the senses. Bhaktivinoda advises : atleast once, taste the nama-rasa, the necfar
ofthe Holy Name.
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TO SIR, WITH LOVE

A ‘shishya’ conveys his heartfelt gratitude to his perfect ‘guru’; the

torch bearer who has taken him out of the darkness of ignorance to
establish him on the path to truth.

There exists a unique relationship between a perfect ‘shishya’ and his
perfect guru. When this union happens, a perfect blossoming of knowl-
edge takes place.

The ‘shishya’ acknowledges His grace that has made this union
possible...

Amongst the vast multitude of mindless masses,
from the endless ocean of upturned faces
waiting for direction,

You found my gaze, reached out

and chose to accept me as your own.

As | look at your soft cherubian face

glowing with benevolence,

your eyes piercing through my ignorance

with the sharpness of a double-edged sword,

your gentle demeanor robed in divinity,

as | feel the pulse of your heart;

a river of compassion

over reaching its banks with kindness and consideration,
as | try to understand your mind,

a treasure house of knowledge,

imparting it to all those who seek,

| feel overwhelmed,

My gratitude overflows and reaches out to your feet
in a warm embrace.

As you gently nourish my mind wholesome thoughts,
| wait for pearls of wisdom to flow from you;

to hold them, string them into a garland

and wear it close to my heart.

)
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Sir, | thank you for being the beacon
that has led me towards truth.
God made teachers as his ultimate act of mercy

towards man.
Sir, my salutations to you. With love.

GEETANJALIRAO
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THE SHALAGRAM SAGA

It is said that truth is stranger than fiction; the story that unfolds in
these pages is as amazing as it is true. There are hundreds of spectacu-
lar stories associated with Baba’s life. This too is one such story that
begins in (September) 1997 when Baba visited Hyderabad on his way to
Tirupati. It was the 1st of a series of Divine visitations, when the 1st of
the Shalagram Shilas started getting attracted to Baba.

It is not for me to explain the Divinity that resides in these Shalagram
Shilas, or the immense spiritual power they hold for the Vaishnavs. | will
only put before you the story that led to this most venerated collection of
Shilas, not to be fcgnd elsewhere.

At Tirumala, Baba was to perform a special Seva of Venkateshwar
Balaji. He went to Tirupati from Hyderabad with or entourage of around
22 devotees, from Hyderabad & Calcutta. No accommodation was avail-
able that day at Padmavati Guest House due to a wedding taking place
there. While Baba was waiting in the car, an unknown person rang up the
executive at the Guest House enquiring if Baba had arrived, and to
immediately arrange a suitable cottage for him. Such was the magic of
this phone call, that Gandhi Chaudhury came running to Baba saying
that a cottage had been organised for him. The cottage was a beautiful
one, eminently to Baba's liking. He spent a happy day there, regaling his
Devotees with wonderful stories transporting them to a world of joyous
bliss.

At 11 p.m. Baba was getting ready to be present for Suprabhatanm
and Tambul Seva which begins at the wee hours of the morning. The
devotees were also at their respective Guest Houses, getting ready to
assemble at Baba’s cottage by midnight . Only Mridula was present with
Baba, while Sailesh was outside in another room. Just then, a
Mahapurush from Vrindavan entered the cottage. He was dressed in
pure white and had a remarkable presence. As he walked majectically
towards Baba'’s room, the doors opened of their own to welcome him in.
Baba was busy with his Tilak Seva at that time. The Mahapurush praised
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the beautiful way in which Baba adorned his forehead, and requested
Him to put the Tilak for Him too. Baba happily put the Tilak. The
Mahapurush asked him “Don” you wan't to know who | am ?” Baba, who
knows all, just smiled and asked him what he could do for him. At this,
the Mahapurush said, “l have come to claim a special favour of you.
There is a beautiful Kanjeevaram Vastra of yours in your suitcase. | want
you to give thattome”

Baba called for Mridula to give Him the keys to the suitcase. But the
sage sent her away, and opened the locked suitcase magically without
any effort. He took out the Vastra, and gave it to Baba with a request to
hand them over to him. Baba then handed over the beautiful Kanjeevaram
silk Bahirvas and Angavastra to Him. The Sage further told him that he
had brought the rarest of gifts for him, and handed him the Venkateshwara
Shalagram, He also told him that, soon, several more Shalagram shilas
would come to him, and he should keep this Shila very carefully.

Baba told him that He was a devotee of Shalagram Shilas from His
early childhood and would like to see all the types of Shilas that are
there. The Sage laughed and told Him that soon He would be blessed
with all types of Shilas. He would shortly get more Shilas in Haridwar.
Saying that, He did Pranam to Baba and left. No sooner had He left that
the devotees started arriving and heard of this Divine visitation. Those
fortunates who had Darshan of Baba at that time still speak of the radi-
ance emanating from Baba that night.

Shortly, the brahmins from the temple came and ushered Baba into
the Sanctum Sanctorum through the inner door for Tamal Seva. And
what does Baba see ? Venkateshwar Balaji is adorned in the same
Kanjeevaram Silk the sage had taken from Baba a short while ago! The
readers would by now have no doubt regarding the identity of the sage.
While Baba performed the Puja the garland from Balaji's neck came
and garlanded Baba'’s. This miracle was witnessed by all the Brahmins
and devotees present there, with stunned amazement. Pandemonium
broke out as everyone rushed to get a flower from the divine garland.

At Neeta’s sad and untimely death, Giri Maharj asked Baba to im-
merse her ashes in the Ganga at Haridwar. Baba came 10 Delhi and
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from there went to Haridwar in October 1998, when Neeta’s last remains
were immersed into the sacred Ganges.

While at Haridwar, Baba was contacted by the Gurudev of his elder
brother, who asked Him to come to Rishikesh to meet him, Baba went to
see Onkarnanda Maharaj who had a beautiful ashram on the banks of
the Ganges at Rishikesh. The Maharaj was 109 years old. He offered
Baba his condolences for Neeta and handed Him the Nirisingha Dev
Shalagram Shila that he had himself worshipped with great devotion all
his life. He also asked him to see his Gurubhai Shudhananda Maharaj
who had something to give Him. When Baba went to see him, who was
all of lll years old, he handed over 25 Shalagram Shilas to Baba, as he
was now too old and frail to worship them. Baba brought back the Shilas
to Delhi. :

The next episode unfolds at Vrindavan when Baba was doing the
Parikrama of Seva Kunj. One Hanuman came up to Baba and asked for
His garland. On receiving it, he did pranam to Baba, handed over a small
chit and dissappeared into the Lalita Kunj. In the chit was a message to
go to Vishram Ghat at noon the next day. When Baba arrived there at
the appointed time, a beautifully decorated boat, the likes of which had
never been seen on the Yamuna, sailed up to the Ghat and a Divine
couple alighted from it. They were none other than Shri Vasudev and
Devaki. ShriVasudev embraced Baba and gave Him a Govardhan Gopala
Shila.

On coming back to Delhi, Baba summoned the cook and asked him
to prepare an elaborate menu for lunch the next day for some special
guests. Everyone wondered who those special guests were. The next
morning all preparations were made ready by 11 a.m. Baba seemed
restless, as he waited for the mysterious guests. Just then, a couple
arrived and were welcomed at the door by Baba. They were ushered to
Baba’s room, and were offered chairs to sit. They had a normal conver-
sation with Baba for some time and Baba requested them to take prasad
before they left. The lady begged to be excused, saying that being a
worshipper of Shiva, she fasted on Mondays. Baba said that having come
to His Ashram they could not go without having prasad, at which the

ﬁ
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husband persuaded her to agree. At this, the lady expressed the desire
to first take a bath. She went into the bathroom and came out very shortly,
dressed in a different saree. Everyone was surprised as no one had
seen her to bring a change of clothes.

Her husband told Baba that they had brought some gifts for Him. He
came and sat next to Baba on his bed without hesitation and one by one
handed over 167 Shalagram Shilas to him, describing each one and
explaining their individual names. At Baba’s request, they wrote their
names and address on a piece of paper and went to take prasad.

After that, they wished Baba farewell, and went down the stairs quickly
disappearing from sight. They were none other than Devadidev and
Parvati. The Hanuman at Vrindavan had foretold Baba about their visit.

Other than these Shalagrams the Shalagram of Giri Maharaj came
to Baba after his death. Gulabi Baba also gave some Sahlagram to Baba.
Today, Baba has over 367 Shalagram Shilas in his Delhi Ashram.They
reside in beautiful gallery, while some have majectic silver thrones. Some
special Shalagram around 21 in number, travel with Baba wherever he
goes. *

SUKHVINDER

*To be continued.
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OM SHRI GURAVE NAMAH

As | sit penning my thought, my mind races back to Dec. ‘84 when |
had my first Darshan of His Holiness Tirtha Goswami Maharaj, whom we
refer to as Baba so lovingly and reverentially. Words appear inadeqaute
in describing the grace bestowed to the whole family by Baba. His bless-
ings have helped our family rise, intact, above many trials and tribula-
tions. Without his infinite grace, we would have found ourselves adrift in
the stormy waters with no shore in sight.

What | am expressing in these pages is an offering to my Baba who
has looked after me and my family as his own and has given me spiritual
strength and succour in my times of need. Even now, as | write, | am
battling against a dreaded disease and | know with his grace | have
nothing to fear.

December'84 | met Baba under very trying circumstances. My hus-
band and | were in Bhutan at that time and | had to be flown to Pune for
an emergency operation of a very serious nature.My mother-in-law rushed
to Baba at Bhubaneswar having heard of his miraculous powers of
healing.Baba sent some “tulsi” and “nirmalaya” from Lord Jagannath’s
temple in Puri and asked me to consume it before my surgery. To my
family’s surprise he even predicted what would come out as my histopath
report, without going into technical details. When | came to Bhubaneshwar
to recuperate | was in a very depressed state of mind , | felt God was
being unfair in making me go through such a terrible disease at such
young an age. My faith in God was shaken and it was with skepticism
that | went to meet Baba. | wasn’t prepared for what | saw-| had ex-
pected some sage with long flowing beard with not the neatest of ap-
pearances. But to my shock | saw his holiness sitting on a sofa, his
‘Tridandi’ by his side, a round face shining with radiance and a childlike
innocence-eyes twinkling, his whole being emanating an intangible ra-
diation, which made the surrounding air vibrant.

| was impressed but like any normal being | approached him cau-
tiously. | met him year after year trying to understand the very essence

==

4

11



Kk

of him. Meanwhile | stayed with him in the ashram with my friends and
saw him performing miraculous cures, he would make a paralysed per-
son walk, he would do astral travelling and save his disciple’s life and all
the while take everyone’s suffering onto his own body and suffer. He had
to just utter a blessing and it would come true. To give an example - my
son who had met with an accident was paralysed in one leg. | rang up
baba in Cal from Faridkot. He said that if | had faith in him, my son would
walk out of the hospital and walk out he did!

There's so much to Baba that these few pages are inadequate to
express. Thanks to Baba | am no longer a skeptic but a true believer. He
taught me how because of our karmic deeds of past life, we had to go
through ‘ prarabdh’ or atonement for past deeds in this life. If one surren-
dered completely to one’s guru, he would help mitigate its effect and
show one the true path. He also taught me that no one could take away
one’s longetivity, it was ordained and therefore not to fear death. | learnt
from him that even saints, had to go through trials and tribulations and
we were but mere human beings, who had not even transcended be-
yond a limited point spiritually. Therefore suffering was inevitable and
one could go through it with prayers and sublimation of mind and soul.

Today | completely understand the veracity of the statement, “You
have to take birth many times and do good deeds to get a guru in your
present life’. | feel fortunate to be one of the chosen ones to receive
Baba’s grace. | am going through trying times but it is all mitigated by
Baba’s grace. Baba is like the hidden electric current in a switchboard.
You can not see the electricity but can feel the current. Experience him
with an open heart and mind and you will spiritually uplift yourself and
get to taste the elixir of life hidden in the depths of your heart and mind.

Radhe Radhe

BHARATI MOHANTI

J/
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HIS DIVINE GRACE OM VISHNUPAD 108 TRIDANDI
SWAMI SRI SRIMAT BHAKTI SRAVAN TIRTHA
GOSWAMI MAHARAJ

His holiness is lovingly called ‘BABA’ by his Devotees. |, too shall.

address Him as BABA.

Baba was born on 16th March, 1926 in a religious, wealthy Bengali,
Brahmin family settled in Allahabad. His father was a doctor of repute
and mother a professor. Baba completed his Post Graduation from
Allahabad University in English & Philosophy. Since 1967, he has lived
on milk alone, without any food. He is deeply affectionate to his devotees
& is always praying for their well-being.

Without going any further on His divine grace’s life sketch, | shall
only pen down a few facts.

All Glory to Sri Sri Guru & Gouranga

1) Only the guru can give the knowledge of Brahman. In the guru alone
is the science of yoga.

2) The guru gives meditation & mantra.

3) Baba’s grace intoxicates the mind with happiness & bliss and in the
end grants the divine state.

4) Who knows where mental conflicts may lead one, the torments that
may compel one to suffer. It is really very difficult without Baba’s
grace.

Millions in various cities throng to Baba their day - to - day & mun-
dane problems. They pour out their daily sorrows & frustration. Baba
attends to each one of them with humility, kindness & love. He makes
one feel completely at ease. Each pours out his heart to him. Some want
health to be restored, others want that he should bless them with promo-
tions, yet others want Baba to solve their family problems. Baba also
receives telephonic messages from devotees from all over India who
seek an instant remedy for the day-to-day problems that beset them.

4
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As usual Baba comforts each devotee & eases their mental tensions
with his all encompassing smile & divine patience. Baba gives to each
whatever his heart desires !

The biggest tragedy is that none have asked or taken from Baba
what Baba wants to give - “The many - jewelled gift of self realisation.
Baba wants to lift us up to his own height of greatness. To release us
from the share of name and form and to make us as free as himself. Very
few realise who Baba is ?

He who transmits his shakti to the disciple and makes him aware of
Krishna, unifies the individual soul with God. He who awakens the shakti
that pierces the six chakras, who activates that shakti in a disciple’s
entire life is Babaji.

Babaji has come amongst us to elevate us fallen souls from our dis-
illusioned way of life. Disciples look on Baba as their saviour, friend &
guide. Apart from being an avadhoot, Baba is different from other real-
ised saints in that he is a brilliant conversationalist. His knowledge of
day-to-day affairs is superb. Being of a divine a gentle nature, his disci-

ples of little knowledge & ignorance do not fully realise the greatness &

power of this supreme being. None of them actually realises that they
are facing “God who walks on earth”.

Dear devotees, the greatest romance you can have is the romance with
God. Let us strive to love Baba with all our hearts. The result will only
lead to our upliftment.

- : Jai Radhey

SUNIL OHRI
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A SHORT MEMORABLE TRIP TO ORISSA

Under the ever loving Grace of lord Rama & blessing of my Gurudev-
Swami Vishwamitra ji Maharaj of Shree Ramsharnam, | must say that |
consider it a great honour to be asked to write a few lines for the maga-
zine to be published on Baba’s 75", Birthday.

It was in July 2000 Baba very sweetly invited us to visit Puri with
him. The very next month our Guru Maharaj also visited Baba at Nava
Brindaban, Mehrauli. Baba invited Maharaj too. Maharaj willingly & kindly
agreed. It was then mutually decided that we would all be going some-
time in January 2001.

With pounding hearts, my husband, son & | waited for the date to be
fixed-later it was decided that it would be a three day trip lasting from 16"
to 19" January 2001. We considered ourselves to be very blessed as
never even in my remotest dream did | ever think that such a trip would
ever come my way. Having darshan of one saint is so holy-accompany-
ing two was getting much more than | could ever ask God for.

On 16" Jan. 2001 Baba, Vijay, my husband, Vedanta my son & | left
for Bhubaneswar. We all were so excited. Maharaijji arrived later the
same evening from Calcutta. Everything seemed so divine & holy. Our
hearts were dancing within & our souls were totally in tune with the Su-
preme. From the airport we went straight to Gouranga Ashram-where a
hearty welcome awaited Maharajji. The women were doing Naam
Sankirtan & showed petals as Maharajji walked towards the Ashram. At
night there were Bhajan Kirtans which both Baba & Maharaj enjoyed
very much.

Next morning we all drove down to Chandi Mandir in Cuttack. Baba
had been visiting this place for a long time & was very close to Swami
Bhairavananda Das Brahmachari. There was so much solitude & peace
in this area-it looked more like a saint colony. Many sages had done
tapasya here as we could make out that the environment was so heavily
surcharged with divinity. The place was far away from the maddening
crowd-absolutely ideal to sit down & pray.

/)’/
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In the evening, we all drove down to Lord Krishna’s Temple-situated
almost halfway on way to Puri. This temple too was surprising. It had the
most attractive murti of Shyam Sunder. The murti was so beautiful that it
was difficult to take our eyes off it even for a singie second. The murti
was so powerful that the moment Maharaj & Baba prostrated, a rose fell
from Lord's feet-the Pujari offered that rose to Mabharaj. | later in the
evening discovered from one of the devotees at the Ashram that this
particular murti was a creation of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu who had vis-
ited Orissa 500 years ago. After so many centuries when Baba reached
the same spot, he found the murti there in a shed. Thanks to Baba for
getting a beautiful temple made there at the same spot.

On our way back we visited Shanti Stupa & Siva Temple on a low-
lying hill. From here one could get a beautiful view of Bhubaneswar. We
all then returned to the Ashram. After dinner, there were again some
Bhajans & Naam Sankirtan.

Next morning, we all set out for Puri. | had visited Puri just 10 months
before & had returned to Delhi somewhat disappointed & disillusioned.
We were pushed & jostled by the crowd on our last trip-1 could not help
wondering whether Lord loves His devotees at all or does He keep tak-
ing their tests all the time ? However, here | was there again entering the
portals of the famous Jagannath Temple after 10 months. Baba made us
sit outside the main temple for about 40 min. the Kirtan Mandali was
doing Naam Sankirtan-there was such enchanting breeze blowing. The
Kirtan was sounding so nice-the environment got heavily laden with
devotion & Bhakti. Hundreds of passers-by too stopped to sing & dance.
What moved me was to see the Bhav with which these women from
Navadwip Gouranga Ashram were singing. They would sing, dance &
cry-all simultaneously. Another miracle that | saw was that at a distance
there were some clothes left out to dry on a clothesline. They too started
dancing to the tune of Naam Sankirtam- “Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama Hare Hare. Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna Hare
Hare”

We had the most fantastic darshans of Lord Jagannath, Balaram &
Subhadra. It seemed they all welcomed us with open arms this time. |

\{
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was so happy-the Pandas were all welcoming us inside. | was so grate-
ful to the Lord for giving us this great opportunity. Baba also then took us
to two ancient temples where Chaitanya Mahaprabhu had spent sev-
eral years. We all liked those temples very much.

Next morning it was time to return to Bhubaneswar. | was sitting with
a heavy heart in the car-the trip was coming to an end too fast. | was
thinking, was there going to be another time or was this the be-all & end-
all ? We all spent an hour or two at the Ashram & then left for the airport
to return to Delhi. Baba stayed on in Bhubaneswar, to go to Calcutta next
day. | do thank Baba for this most wonderful trip-l actually feel | have
visited Vaikuntha-l am sure there is nothing more than this up there.

| would always remain indebted to Baba for this most wonderful trip-
I now wonder whether such golden moments would ever appear in life
again. However, whether they do or not, | must thank the Lord of the
Universe, our Master-Planner for having provided me with this unforget-
table opportunity of visiting our great Dham with two such great saints.

SUNITA MEHTA

J/
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SRI SRI PRABHU SHYAMANANDA

Om Vishnupad Paramhansa Paribrakacharya
Tridandi Swami Sri Srimat Bhakti

~ SravanTirtha Goswami Maharaj

Gouridas was born at Saligram, about eighteen kilometers away from
Sreedham Navadeep. His father was Kansari Mishra, mother Kamala
Devi. Suryadas was his elder brother. Suryadas had two daughters,
Basudha and Jahnavi.

Suryadas was a boyhood companion of Sri Gouranga. He was a
sadhaka of Sakhyabhava, i.e. friendship with God. He told Gouridas :
“Go and live at Ambika-Kalna and do your sadhana and worship at a
lovely place near the river Ganga.” What could have been more close to
the heart of Gouridas ? He left for Ambika.

One day Sri Gourange was returning from Shantipur. He took a boat
at Harinadi village. Pulling the oars with his own hands he crossed the
Ganga and arrived at Ambika. But he did not leave the oar behind. He
went to Gouridas’ house with the oar in his hand. Gouridas was
astounded. Sri Gouranga said : “The oar is meant for you.”

“What shall | do with the oar?”

“What shall you do ? you shall take people across the world-river
with the help of this oar.”

With profound reverence Gouridas accepted the oar with folded
hands. The Lord also embraced him. He said, “Come with me to
Navadweep. | shall give you something there” Gouridas become full with
Lord’s embrace. He could not comprehend what more than this could be
there. What was the thing that lay beyond imagination even ?

lt was indeed beyond imagination. The Lord handed over to Gouridas
the Gita written with His own hand. From beginning to end it was written
with pearl-like letters. The nectar of his winkless gaze is gathered in it.
The compassion had incessantly flowed into it from the touch of his hand.
It was sheer bliss to look at this writing, to hold it in one’s hand, to read it

\
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and to contemplate on it. It was a joy flowing from the absorption of
consciousness.

Holding the Gita close to his heart, Gouridas returned to Ambika.
How painstakingly must He have written it with His own hands, and yet
he gave it to me so unhesitatingly. What meditation and worship wouid
Gouridas do ? He was pondering over the incident and was weeping.
What love, what play ! Gouridas could not fathom its vartness.

When the Lord came to Santipur after His Sannyas, Gouridas did
not go to see him because of his hurt feelings. If Prabhu renounces the
world in this way, how can we live then ? With which shall we live ?
Prabhu’s elder brother Nityananda is already a Sannyasi. Prabhu is also
on the same path. If the light of both the eyes is gone, how shall we
spend our days in t‘he darkness of the jungle ?

Prabhu himself came to Gouridas’ house along with Nityananda.
Gouridas wept and said : “ | will not let you go again. Let both of you stay
here as permanent captives. | shall serve you to may heart’s content.”

Prabhu smiled and said : “Do one thing. You shall serve ourimages.”

— Will the images be alive ?

— Surely

—Can they sit with a squatting posture ?

—Yes, of course.

— Do they take rice with their own hands ?

— Yes, certainly. Let you do one thing. Bring a Neem tree from
Navadweep and make images of our two brothers from its wood. We
shall surely fulfil your wish.

Gouridas wiped his tears. He sent men to Navadweep who brought
a neem tree from there. He made two wooden idols out of it - one of
Nityananda and another of Gourhari. On the instructions of Sri
Advaitadey, his son Achyutananda anointed both the idols with the ten-
letter Gopal mantra and installed them. These were the first idols of Nitai-
Gourhari. Gouridas was the first founder of serving and worshipping the
dual idols.

Prabhu said : “ Now feed the four of us.”

4
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— Fourofyou ?

—Yes, four of us. We two brothers, and the two idols. Make places for
the four.

— Will these two idols also eat ?

— Of course, otherwise, why will you believe in them ?

With great joy Gouridas prepared many dishes. He placed four seats.
Prabhu and Nityananda and their two idols partook of the food. There
were no difference between the real persons and their idols. Prabhu
said : “From among us, two will stay at Ambika and two will go to Nilachal.
We stay back with you and your wish is also fulfilled.”

Gouridas installed the idols of Gour-Nitai. Now there was the nzed
of a sincere and competent devotee who would undertake the regular
service and worship of the idols. In search of such a person Gouridas
approached Gadadhar and said : “ | have come to beg one thing from
you”. Gadadhar looked at his face and said : “l have nothing that | cannot
give to you.” Gouridas said : “Please, give your Hridayananda to me.”’

Madhab Misra, known for his virtues lived at Bharatpur in the district
of Murshidabad. He had two sons, Gadadhar and Kasinath. Kasinath
had two sons, Nayananda and Hridayananda. This Gadadhar was one
of Mahaprabhu'’s close companions. He became known as Gadadhar
Pundit, Gadadhar nurtured Hridayananda, gave him education and ini-
tiation. Hridaynanda was Gadadhar’s attendant, as well as his student.
Gadadhar handed over this Hridayananda to Gouridas. Gouridas gave
mantradiksha (initiation with Bijmantra) and appointed him to serve the
idols.

There would be a great celebration on the occasion of Mahaprbhu’s
birthday. Gouridas went out to beg. He had asked Hridayananda to serve
and worship properly. “l shall come back at proper time.” But how was it ?
There was no news about Gouridas after he had left. If invitation letters
were not immediately sent to the Mohants how could they he present on
the fixed date ? There was lot of related work unfinished. Hridayananda
had completed all the arrangements before his Guru returned.

Gouridas returned just the day before the celebration. “Seeing your
delay, | have myself completed all the arrangements,” said Hridayananda
with some satisfaction. Gouridas did not bless him. Rather, he became
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angry and asked : “What is the meaning of your independent action with-
out my permission?” Hridayananda fell dumb. “Since you have gone over
me and thus have disregarded me, you have no longer a place here. Go
somewhere else” ordered Gouridas.

Hridayananda obeyed Guru’s order with bowed head and with a
heavy heart. He took shelter under a tree on the bank of the Ganga.

Gouridas himself started the celebration at the ashram. People were
gradually assembling at the ashram on getting the invitation from
Hridayananda. One person was coming with huge offerings for the Lord.
Seeing Hridayananda by the side of the Ganga he asked the bearers to
stop. Hridayanda said. “ the celebration is going on at the ashram, not
here. Please, take these things to the ashram.”

But Gouridas refused to accept those things. He said, “these have
come because of Hridayananda’s invitation. | shall not take them. Tell
him to make a separate celebration with the help to these offerings.”

The bearers once again brought the offerings back to Hridayananda.
“Has Gurudev asked me to make the celebration separately ? So be it”
Hridayananda began the celebration under the very tree on the bank of
the Ganga. Hearing the commotion of the celebration, most of the invites
started assembling under the tree.

At the other end, Gouridas also was holding the celebration at the
Ashram as par his own arrangements. At the time of the midday bhog he
ordered priest Gangadas : “ Open the door of the temple and make the
offering of food”. The door of the temple was opened, but the temple was
empty ! The idols were missing. Gouridas ran towards the bank of the
Ganga with a stick in his hand. “This is definitely the work of
Hridayananda. He has removed the idols from the temple.”

On reaching the river bank he saw a strange sight. Kirtan was going
on and in the midst of the kirtanyas the two idols were dancing ! Seeing
the stick in Gouridas’ hand the two idols wanted to disappear. But
Gouridas saw Sri Chaitanyachandra entering into the heart of
Hridayananda. With outstreched hands Gouridas closely embrace
Hridayananda. He said : “you are truly blessed. From today your name
should be Hridaychaitanya.”

Returning to his ashram, Gouridas saw that the two idols were back
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at their usual places. They were laughing in their bright eyes, as if
saying : “Do you comprehend Hridays’ devotion to his Guru ? Do you
understand who is enshrined in whose heart ?”

This Hridaychaitanya became the Diksha Guru (initiator) of Prabhu
Shyamnanda.

Shyamnanda’s childhood name was Dukhi. After taking initiation
from Hridaychaitanya his name became Krishnadas.

He was born in a village called Dharenda-Bahadurpur (presently
known as Kalaikunda in Midnapur in a family of Milkman caste. His fa-
ther's name was Srikrishna Mondol and his mother was Durika.

As the child was born amidst much suffering he was named Dukhi.
Some called him Dukhia. His father left his native place and migrated to
Dandeshwar in Orissa. Since his very childhood signs of renunciation
became visible in him. As soon as he had completed his lessons of gram-
mar, a wish to take a bath in the Ganga suddenly arose in him. He told
his father : “ | am going to bathe in the Ganga.” Where ? With whom ?
Srikrishna Mandol became very anxious. “A group of bathers is going to
Ambika-Kalna. | shall go with them.” There was no point in refusing the
permission. The boy could not be held back. Only let it be hoped, he
would return home after taking his holy bath.

But Dukhia never returned home. There was a chance meeting with
Hridaychaitanya at Ambika-Kalna. Hridaychaitanya found that an efful-
gent lotus of devotion was blooming on the stem of renunciation. He
said : “Come, | will give you a mantra.” He gave him Krishna mantra and
said : “from this day your name is Krishnadas” Dukhia smiled and said :
“Yes, Dhukhi Krishnadas”.

How true ! Every living being remains afflicted with misery until he

gets Krishna.

Krishnadas’ heart could not be pacified with the bath in the Ganga
alone. He said : “ | shall see the Yamuna”. “ Yes of course, you shall see
it. You shall go Brajadham.” After Krishnadas had spent sometime in serv-
ing the Guru, Hridaychaitanya gave him permission to go to Vrindavan.

Dukhi Krishnadas went to Navadweep and from there proceeded to
Vrindavan. There he met another Krishna-this was Krishnadas Kaviraj
Dukhi Krishnadas took refuge at the feet of Jiv Goswami. What more
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could be have asked for ! Jiv Goswami began to teach him the scrip-
tures. With the light of knowledge, the darkness of Krishnadas’ignorance
began to melt away.

One morning Dukhi Krishnadas was walking down a lonely path
lined with the trees. His forehead was adorned with Gopichandan tilak
(tilak of sandalwood), he had prayer beads in his hands and he was
singing the praises of Gouranga. While walking thus, he suddenly
stopped on the path. A golden anklet was lying on the path. Krishnadas
eagerly picked up the anklet, pressed it to his forehead and then held it
in his breast with both his hands. After a while he saw a young maiden
coming up the path, searching for somethings on the ground.

“Devi, have you lost something?” asked Krishnadas politely in a soft
voice. The maiden looked up, startled. She saw a handsome and digni-
fied young man standing before her. She said, “Yes, something is lost,
but it does not belong to me, but to my dear friend”.

“What ?”

“The anklet was on my friends’ left foot”. The maiden added a bit
more : “ Last night while dancing, the anklet had loosened, which is why
while returning home, it fell off on the way.” “Please, see if this is the
same one.” Krishnadas took out the anklet which he was keeping close
to his heart.

The maiden held out her hand. Before she had said a word or had
wanted anything the anklet on its own fell in her hand.

Was it magic ? Or was it mirage ? The girl disappeared that very
instant. Krishnadas fainted and fell to the ground.

When he regained consciousness, Dukhi Krishnadas found that he
was lying near Jiv Goswami. Jiv said : You are a blessed soul, you have
held on your breast the anklet which adorns the feet of Srimati Radhika,
the Goddess of Rasa dance. You have also seen her dear friend Lalita.
Having got back her anklet Srimati is definitely delighted and so is her
beloved Shyamsundar. From today, let your name be Shyamananda.
Syhamananda sat up. “And look”, said Jiv Goswami, “as you had held
the anklet to your forehead, a tilak in the shape of the anklet has emerged
on your forehead. From today, let your tilak also be in the shape of an
anklet, and let this tilak be called Shyamannandi Tialk”
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News reached Hridaychaitanya that Krishnada had taken initiation
anew from Jiv Goswami and has also adopted a new tilak. When
Shymananda returned to Kalna and Hridaychaitanya notice the new tilak
in place of the old one, be became very angry. He renounced
Shyamananda.

“I had fixed the form of your tilak. But you have erased it. In its place
you have adopted a new form. This disrespeat is unbearable. | renounce
you. Leave this ashram this very moment.” said Hridaychaitanya.

Eyes filled with tears, Shyamananda looked on silently. Perhaps
Hridaychaitanya felt a bit sorry for him. He said : “If you wash away that
tilak and put on the old one once again, | can withdraw my order.”

But how could Shyamannanda wipe out the anklet form of tilak form
his forehead ? It emerges spontaneously as soon as he touches his
forehead. :

Shyamanda left the ashram and went away. He stayed on the bank
of the Ganga without having taken any food.

The idol in the temple could not remain quiet any longer. He ap-
peared before Hridaychaitanya in his dream and said : “What have you
done ? Have you not banished my joy ? It is the sign of my anklet that is
on his forehead. It is my anklet that Radhika wears.”

The whole incident was revealed through the dream.
Hridaychantanya realised his mistake. He ran all the way to the river
bank and picked up Shyamanada on his lap. He asked : “Who is your
Guru ?”“My Guru is Hridaychaitanya Prabhu”. There were no more doubts.
The rapprochment between the Guru and the disciple was complete.

It was in Vrindavan that Shyamananda had berfriended Thakur
Narottam and Acharya Srinivas. These three remained loyal to Sri
Virachandra and planted the victory flug of Vaisnavism in Bengal and
Orissa. They released a great flood of love and devotion.

After the holy texts had been plundered at Vishnupur, Srinivas sent
Shyamananda to Kheturi. He was present at Kheturi Mahotsav - the great
festival at Kehturi. After receiving the information that the plundered texts
had been recovered, Shyamananda returned to Kalna. From there he
travelled towards Orissa. In a village called Rohini on the banks of the
river Subarnarekha, the village chief Achyuta and his son Rasikananda
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became the disciples of Shyamananda. Devotion is supreme, devotion
is the ultimate-this was what he preached and it drew to him many disci-
ples. Gradually, a large following collected around Shyamananda and
thus grew up the Shyamanandi family.

Damodar was a yoga practising Vedantist. Shymananda defeated
him in a debate. He filled the emptiness of his heart with the nectar of
devotion. Having become the disciple of Shyamananda, Damodar be-
gan to weep with the words ‘Nitai-Chaitanya’ on his lips.

Shyamananda emancipated a Pathan named Sher Khan at
Dharenda. His disciple Rasikananda also preached love and devotion
and thus transformed many wicked persons into devotees. The land
became mad with Shyamananda. The whole of Orissa and Dharinda,
Nrisinhapur, Balarampur, Gopiballavpur etc. became the centre of preach-
ing of love and devotion by Shyamananda and his chief and dearest
disiciple Rasikananda. The news arrived that Hridaychaitanya had
passed away. Shortly after that, Shyamananda installed Rasikananda
as the Mahanta of the Sripat and handed over the responsibility of the
Shyamanandi sect to him. Then Shyamananda entered into the world of
eternal Leela.

Translated from original Bengali by Sukhvinder and
Pabitra Kumar Ghosh.
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HIS DIVINE GRACE

It was about twelve years back when | first met this enlightened
man. | was then completely enshrouded in the darkness of ignorance,
pride, superstition and pessimism. Baba came into my life and brought
a wisp of fresh air in the otherwise claustrophobic environment. Though
Baba was then fully an enigma to me, | could, realise that a new day had
dawned upon me and a new vista was opened in my life. The peace was
very deep and enrichening. | felt as if | was so long a prisoner in the dark
shell of life and thus unable to see the light of “Param Brahma”. Baba’s
luminous presence and his sermons made me aware that “Mahamaya”
has mesmerized us and thus we are entangled by the humdrum of life,
completely oblivious of God and Guru. Through these twelve years |
have come to know Baba little by little but Baba is like a vast ocean of
knowledge, wisdom, self-sacrifice and love for humanity. And no ordi-
nary man has enough of courage and ability to dive deep into the sea
and bring out its hoard of rich treasures. So also it is beyond our grasp
to comprehend Baba fully and completely.

Baba has never encouraged any body to renounce this earthly life
and embrace “Sannyas”. Rather He has encouraged common men to
perform their duties of this earthly life ably and meticulously and to lead
a life of purity devoid of greed, cruelty and pettiness. He says that man
should sing the glory of God even when he is in the midst of household
chores. Baba tells us the stories of the Gopees who used to sing songs
in praise of Lord Krishna even while they were churming curds or clear-
ing their courtyards or singing lullabies to their children.

Baba leads the life of a “Param Vaishnav” and takes no chewable
food but only few cups of milk diluted with water. | always keep on won-
dering as to how could a man for so many years live only on liquid diet
and not for once be tempted to consume the normal sumptuous meals.
Actually Baba is no ordinary man. He is the representative of God on
earth. He has conquered all the five sense organs of man. But we,
common men only go on rotating and rotating in the whirlpool of gross
materialism, lust and wantonness. We should all remember that if we do
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our “Japas” regularly and religiously, then we can over ride our sorrows
and tension. Often my friends ask me - “What have you got by taking
refuge in Guru’s charans?” | can not make them understand that what |
have got is no tangible object that will be visible to the naked eye. It is
something to be perceived, to be felt and to be understood. Another
thing that | would like to say is that if we have faith in Baba our sufferings
may not vanish away altogether (because sufferings are interrelated with
‘Karma’ of previous births) but the intensity of the sufferings will surely
diminish. Baba always blesses us but even then we are tormented by
doubts and questions- “Why am | not so lucky as my friend is ?” The
answer is simple. Guru blesses all but if we do not have the proper ves-
sel (adhar) to hold the blessings then all will drop down as water drops
down from a broken container.

Finally, let me conclude by quoting from the Psalms of the Holy
Bible :

In my distress | cried unto the Lord, and he heard me.

I am for peace : but when | speak, they are for war.

Our Guru, like the saviour Christ, will rescue us from all evils. Hare
Krishna.

CHANDRABALI BHATTACHARYA
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FAITH

Answer to prayers-
Come in various ways;
Sometimes in minutes,
sometimes in days

Yet some require years
to fully unfold-

The harvest of love and
blessing they hold !

Answer to prayers -

Come in various forms;
Sometimes in sunlight,
Sometimes in storms.

Some prayers blossom early
and some blossom late,

Yet all prayers flower

When we have faith and wait !

JAYSHREE SADANI
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BABA

To write about Baba seems a difficult job. To give utterance to deeply
remembered thoughts and experience that have passed into the re-
cesses of my being and have shaped my mind and spirit, even become
the very cause of my existence, needs the guidance and power of Gods.

[t wouldn’t be right to say that | met him on such and such a date or
time. When | met him for the first time. | knew that | had known Him for
ages. It was just a flash of recognition that brought that spontaneous
smile of joy on both our faces. | was in my early thirties; mother of three
growing children; a traditional wife and a responsible government officer.
But it took on time for all such considerations which inhibit the spirit and
retard the progress of the soul, to be shed. He was my Guru for many
births, now manifest in new attire, in a new guise.

Only, | felt uneqal to the tasks that | thought would automatically fall
to my lot by virtue of my association with Him, and | was utterly dejected
by my inadequacies. | was overwhelmed with a terrible fear that He
would leave me forever. Being convinced about my lack of interest in
matters of the spirit, my ignorance of scriptural discourse; above all my
lack of devotion to God. What would | not have given to unwind the
skeins of time, to begin my life all over again, to be born again with an
awakened consciousness that would effortlessly drift me into a state of
divine surrender to a supreme being who would pervade my soul in a
loving embrace, and with whom | would know no sorrow ?

| had made cursory readings of the life histories of some saints and
devout men the record of whose spiritual journeys, was enough to deter
any ordinary person. | was aware of the trials and tribulations that beset
an aspirant when he steps into the spiritual arena, and the deep spiritual
peace that floods the soul and takes it to a state of undescribable joy at
the end. | felt that unless | myself made that herculean effort it would not
be possible to receive His blessings or to use this life of mine for more
important and life enhancing labours. These thoughts kept my mind
occupied for a long time and | found myself in a crisis. On the one hand
there arose an intense need to experience, know and practice spiritual
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truths, on the other | had grave forebodings about my abilities and
perseverence. | spent nights weeping in frustration, fearing that | would
languish in grief. Baba would never deign to teach a lowly person like
me the truths that great men have acquired at great cost and clutched to
their hearts like treasures.

Later | found how absurd these thoughts were and how little | had
understood the ways of sadgurus. Baba who comes in a line of Param
Vaishnavas, whose lineage could be traced back to Shri Krishna, the
original Guru, has limitless daya and limitless powers. He can transform
an imbecile into a pundit, the damned into a saint.

Many important incidents took place after | met him. Dreams of Shri
Vishnu and Goddess Lakhsmi, of saints and deities of Lord Jagannath,
of Lord Shiva and Ma Parvati began to enrich my sleeping hours. There
were many life-saving miracles that occurred, and all these helped me.
to think of Him as no ordinary sadhu, but as the supreme Lord, Himself.
Although | had never striven for a Guru, nor indeed had | realised its
need and importance, | felt drawn to Him, as a result and as days passed
this attraction solidified into an intense desire. Man, saint, or God ?
These questions kept me wondering and sometimes | saw him in one
role and sometimes in another. Even now after twenty or more years
with Him I have not been able to decide. However these thoughts were
immaterial in the face of a new awareness of His power and majesty,
and most important of all, His love and compassion.

Those were the days of immeasurable joy and magic of new discov-
ery. Gouranga Ashram, Bhubaneswar was flooded with people, who
flocked in droves to have his darshan, to worship at the shrine of Lord
Nrisingha which he built and to take the medical help of doctors who
attended poor patients at the charitable dispensary which he founded.
Every Sunday there would be Prabachan and Naam Kirtan and prasad
sevan. Distribution of holy water {paduka} and tulsi leaves to devotees
was a routine task. Innumerable cases of patients being cured of dis-
eases like cancer through his intervention and kripa, left us stunned and
we began to realise that before our very eyes history was enacting a
saga of great spiritual significance. Together with the festivals and feasts,
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kirtans and dances, discourses and rites, there were regular trips to
nearby holy places and darshan of holy men who came from far and
near.

Most outstanding of all the incidents that was to enhance our under-
standing of Baba was the five hundredth birth celebration of Lord
Gouranga when Baba, along with thousands of devotees, went on a
historical padayatra similar to the one undertaken by Mahaprabhu
during his lifetime. This was a spectacle the likes of which has never
been seen anywhere. It drew crowds of joyous men and women, who
were transported with heavenly bliss as they joined the procession, sing-
ing and dancing in abandon, pouring forth their souls, in a wave of ec-
stasy. The sankirtan party moved from town to town, village to village
covering the whole of the South and East, touching nearly all the holy
spots where Mahaprabhu had manifested his divine lila at various times.
It was during this time that he reached out to thousands of people of all
religions and creeds, the believer and the nonbeliever, and instilled into
their hearts a sense of devotion and love for the sweet and soul-nourish-
ing name of Lord Krishna. The devotees were firmly convinced that He
was none other than Gouranga Mahaprabhu who had come back to
complete what he had left undone, to see that the mahamantra, the
repetition of which brought freedom from earthly bondage its way into
hearts and souls of every one.

We have been immensely benefitted by his discourses and his pre-
cepts. Yet there have been times when we were plagued by doubts and
disbeliefs. It was during those moments of darkness and despair that we
experienced the greatest pain. No other pain is as acute as the pain of
separation when our souls’ stay and sustenance is taken away due to
our own negligence, and we flounder in a sea of scepticism, that acts as
poison, and slowly dries away the tender roots of the delicate sapling we
call Bhakti. The seeds of Bhakti have been very carefully sown deep
inside us by our Guru. With great love and compassion has He tended
it. He has never taken the worthiness of the shishya into consideration.
When He accepts him/her into His fold, only the sincerity is considered.
He has completely simplified the entire process of God realisation, mak-
ing Naam Supreme, and Naam Yagnya the only path to godhood. He
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has repeatedly enjoined us to free ourselves from the tentacles of kama,
krodh, lobha and moha which mar our imagination and perception and
deflect us from our paths, and stressed the importance of humility as
essential elements in our personality.

It is needless to say, that His devotees have had Darshan of Him in
various forms, according to the form they love most. Some who worship
Lord Shri Raam have seen Him in that form. Those who are the true
followers of Shri Gouranga Mahaprabhu have been blessed by seeing
Him in the person of Baba. Some feel convinced that He is Lord Shri
Krishna or Lord Jagannath who has descended into this world to work
out our salvation throught the subtle manifestation of His eternal lilas. To
those who desire knowledge, He has granted knowledge of the Ultimate;
to those who desire peace, He has granted the peace that surpasses all
understanding; to those who desire love, only love. He has granted the
highest and the most everlasting of all boons.

Love for Lord Krishna, a desire for serving Him as His friend, parent
or beloved, and an intense longing to reside with Him in the eternal
abode of Brindavan. Those who have become pure of heart due to His
Kripa, simply pray that in life after life Baba should be the Lord of their
hearts and He should command them as He pleases. To serve Him as
would please Him best, to know Him as their dearest object of love and
deepest longing, to be forever tied to Him with the golden cords of love,
is the prayer in the hearts of all His most beloved devotees.

O my Lord, my sweetest Lord, when will this prayer be mine ?

DR. MEERA PANIGRAHI

N

\§

32



Va

L

BABA - AS | KNOW HIM

“Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hare

Hare Ram Hare Ram, Ram Ram Hare Hare”._

The ‘Naam entered my ear. | was filled with ecstasy. | moved in the
sky in and out of the clouds. The Naam resounded all around the sky. |
started to dance with divine pleasure and bliss. | lost myself. One tender
hand touched my head. Somebody whispered my short name ‘Nishaa’.
I smiled, not willing to come down to earth from the glorious panorama
of sky and clouds, light and shade, and all the pleasure around me. An-
other whisper ‘Baba Nishaa...' | could feel some body very close to me
calling me. | moved my hand, moved my legs to confirm that | am having
my body. | wanted to know where | was!

I was brought to hospital. | recollected, due to severe discomfort in
the chest and abdomen and falling blood pressure. Intravenous drip was
on my hand an | was under the influence of drugs. | opened my eyes. |
saw BABA sitting close to my bed. He was bright, His face was glowing
with divine power, His eyes were concerned assuring and affectionate.
| had tears in my eyes. He blessed me and left the hospital. The day was
18th May 1981. It was a wonderful experience. One smart red robbed
Sadhu with ‘Danda’ in hand walking swiftly with khadam, entering into
ICCU where no visitors were permitted was an unusual sight and | was
the only patient then in ICCU. He was Baba Tridandi Swami Sri Srimad
Bhakti Sravana Tirth Goswami Moharaj.

| was working as specialist in obstetrics and gynaecology in Capital
Hospital, Bhubaneswar, under state Govt. Service. A popular consultant
| was busy taking care of the health of women in agony and distress,
with dignity and grace. From labour class to bureaucrats, counsellor to
Minister, | served them all during their distress with equal sincerity and
concern. My reputation as a competent clinical gynaecologist was es-
tablished in the locality. One-day a group of elderly persons approached
me with a request to give honorary service to the newly opened dispen-
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sary Gourang Seva Sadan as per my convenience. They emphasised
that it was the wish of the Gurudev that | should be associated with the
Organisation. He wanted to discuss with me about the establishment of
an ideal hospital in the premises of Gouranga Ashram. | was in the midst
of the problems and suffering of the patients of the hospital but | said
will come”.

It was 2.30 p.m. | reached the Ashram, direct from the hospital. Baba
greeted me. | apologiged for having come late. He was graceful, cordial
and affectionate. The surroundings were peaceful and unusually serene.
The room was filled with the natural fragrance of Rajanigandha, Rose
and Jasmine flowers. | was conscious as | was smelling of hospital. Baba
ordered for the ‘prasad’ to be served. | humbly told Baba, “We shall dis-
cuss about the hospital.” Baba said smilingly “First prasad sevan, then
discussion.” | was hungry and enjoyed the prasad. Baba was sitting and
supervising my food. The prasad was so good! | had never taken such
delicious, soul satisfying food before. | sometime feel it is not only the
food, the charm and loving care of Baba, which made it more enjoyable.

He ordered for the master plan of the hospital. | went through it. The plan
was as perfect as any developed hospital of the country. Baba revealed
that he had visited many advanced medical institutions in the country
and discussed with the hospital authorities, before putting the ideas and
dreams in the plan. A renowned architect had designed it carefully after
much rectification under Baba’s supervision. Finally in the plan a grand,
multistoried building emerged into sight. To my surprise the plan was
already approved by the Bhubaneswar Development Authority and
Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation and Airport Authorities. | was
stunned by the knowledge that, this red-robed person had such clear
ideas about modern techniques of diagnosis and treatment in all
branches of medicine and so also in biomedical waste disposal. He was
well informed about the medical stalwarts who were in the limelight in
the country.

After this first meeting we met on many different occasions. | was a silent
listner as Baba talked about Olympic games. He made critical analysis
of the part played by the individual players of the world football and gave
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many interesting disclosures of past plays to young sport loving youths.
| have seen him talking of world politics and its future to political con-
scious groups. It was a great surprise to us, when we saw him discuss-
ing films with celebrities of the cinema-world. We observed that he was
fully conversant with the art of direction, script writing, description of char-
acter. He showed skill in the minute observation of human behaviour
and revealed sound knowledge of psychology. He was creative and dra-
matic in his narrative approach. The renowned film producers discussed
and took ideas for plot for their films. The most appealing of all his tasks
is the way he solves the problem of the individual, arising out of their
blind attachments and desires by his soothing word of detachment in
his own mysterious way. There have been cases of imbalanced persons
who have been pulled out of their disarranged state of mind and now
lead normal life. He evaporates restlessness and frustration and rejuve-
nates care-worn hearts. His discourses on ‘Bhagwat’ and ‘Krishnalila’
would enter our heart and initiate a thought process about the philoso-
phy of life.

| was entrusted with the work of organising ‘ Gouranga Seva Sadan’-
the Charitable dispensary. Two medical officers, one male and a lady
doctor were recruited permanently. Renowned specialists in medicine,
surgery, paediatric, obst. and gyn., eye. skin and cardiologist willingly
offered their services on different days of the week on scheduled timing.
Baba was delighted when | could arrange more than 20 staff nurses for
an interview with short notice without any advertisement. All of them
clad in white uniform paid their respect to Baba. They showed their
genuine interest for dedicated service; some of them were with tulsimala
and Tilak on nose and forehead. Only three staff nurses was selected.
The Seva Sadan ran smoothly with basic infrastructures. The doctor and
staff nurses staying permanently in the ashram to meet any emergency.
The attendance of the patients in the out patient department crossed
hundred per day. The foundation stone of the proposed multi-storeyed
hospital was laid down by Hon'ble B.N. Pandey, Governor of Orissa with
pomp and ceremony. | was much worried about the financial burden of it
on Baba. He was never worried.

Simultaneously the Nrusingha Temple in the premises was completed.
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The ‘Jivanyash’ of the deity was performed by Baba himself amidst
chant ing of mantras and Naam Sankirtan. The whole atmosphere of the
Ashram was charged with spiritual vibration along with the harmonious
sound of conch, mridanga, Jhanja etc., Baba himself danced with ec-
stasy playing his favourite musical instruments. It was a rapturous sight.
Every devotee as well as Non-devotee was dancing with divine con-
sciousness and love in front of the temple. | visualised that the sacred
place was turned to heaven and the ‘Devta’s were dancing. | am sure
the harmony might have created ‘Bhagwat Prem’ in the minds of most
cruel and atheists. It would have been soothing to many dissatisfied souls.
| had the opportunity to observe “Seeing is believing”.

By this time Baba could know my weaknesses and qualities. After heart
attack he became more close to me. | moved with him from place to
place. | still remember the “Baulgan” sung by local poor artists at Karim
Nagar Inspection Bunglow. | had the feeling that the poorest of the poor
could spend their time happily imbibing the nectar of ‘Radhakrishna Prem
Rasa’. Those who sing with such ecstasy are intoxicated with the Rasa
and they were able to intoxicate the listeners too. | had so many occa-
sions to accompany Baba. As | grow old with experiences of the world,
the more | study spiritual books, the more | try to realise God, the more |
love Baba.

The dream of my Baba to have a modern charitable Hospital in the
premises of Gouranga ashram, Bhubaneswar remains to be fulfilled, and
so also an Ashram in Vrindavan, where he shall unfold totally the lila of
Krishna and Radharani. My wish to hear his sweet Naam with his tender
hand on my head before leaving this perishable body of flesh and blood
yet remains to be fulfilled. | prey for his blessing.

DR. NISHAKAR PANDA, M.D.

Bhubaneswar
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BABA, THE GREATEST TEACHER

Allthat I really needed to know in life, | have learnt from Baba. From
the time | first met Baba, two different processess began simultaneously
within me. One was the process of learning, (as Baba is the ultimate
teacher), and the other equally important one, was the process of
unlearning. In my life before | met Baba, | had picked up and assimilated
within me so many thoughts, ideas, attitudes, values behaviours that |
strongly stood by. Yet, there was an emptiness, and | was soul-seeking
intensely. My search led me to Reiki, Pranic Healing, Sensitivity Training
Programmes, Hatha Yoga, Pranayama, Meditation, NLP, Past Life Re-
gression, Social work and even Fire-walking! As | stumbled along one
day destiny led me to Baba. At that moment, my search wholly and com-
pletely ceased. | had reached home.

From that instant my real education began. Being an HRD change-
agent and an accredited Process Facilitator and Trainer, | felt | had a
good handle to understanding human behaviour. Little was | to know
then how many of my pet theories were to crumble and hard held as-
sumptions questioned ! There was so much baggage to shed. All learn-
ing is a painful process, and so was mine. The teachings that Baba of-
fered made all the big names on the field of Behavioural Science seem
like pigmies.

HE WALKS HIS TALK : The one thing that struck me when | first met
Baba was his absolute honesty. He is like a natural child, spontaneous
and unspoilt. And yet so knowledgeable and erudite. There are so many
learned men | know who cannot help having airs around them. And yet,
none can hold a candle to Baba’s wisdom. Baba says, ‘Of what use is all
your learning and knowledge if even an iota of it is not inculcated in your
behaviour” He does not pay any importance to theoretical knowledge
that is not translated into action. ‘One who can bring into practice
(Acharan) and live by the values he professes, is a real ‘Archarya’ he
says.

He teaches by personal example. You will never find him preaching
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lofty truths! There is so much | have learnt just by watching Him atten-
tively. All the teachings of Lord Krishna and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu find
full expression in Baba and | am very fortunate to be associated with the
living embodiment of the Highest Truth. Whenever | read about the life
and teachings of Mahaprabhu, | understand Baba better. Today | can
say with certainty that there is no demarcation between Baba and
Mahaprabhu. They are one and the same. It is His grace that He has
allowed me to experience this truth.

He is the only person | know who lives the values He preaches. In
todays’ troubled times, the world is full of men with feet of clay. No matter
who you turn to for advice, she or he is struggling with their own share of
problems. What a tremendous good fortune it is to find the company of
the Perfect One. We learn best by example, therefore the more | seek
His company, the more | learn.

HE OFFERS UNCONDITIONAL LOVE : Before meeting Baba, this
expression was just a technical term. Because, no matter how close a
relationship may be, we put conditions to our emotional attachments. ‘|
do this much for you, so you must also do so much for me. Therefore we
have experienced deep pain, hurt and rejection in many relationships.

Hence, when | came and sat at Baba'’s feet, and experienced the
love flowing from Him, unremittingly and unconditionally, | was amazed
beyond measure. | had never experienced something so balming, so
soothing, so comforting and so uplifting in my life. He loves with no
conditions attached. He does not see your wealth, your learning, your
social standing, your external beauty, your influence and power in order
to love you. He loves you simply because you belong to Him. You are His
very own child ! No matter how naughty or wicked you are, how disre-
spectful or indifferent you are. He cares for you in a way no human being
can.

And why should not it be so. After all, He is the complete repository
of all love. The love that resides in our hearts is but a minuscule portion
of what He feels.

Just by observing Him love like that, not one or two, but thousands
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of His devotees, opened for me a new vista, helping me to enlarge the
space | give in relationships. And | wonder, is it really possible for me to
love like that ... without expectations... without conditions... without per-
sonal wants and needs? In this sphere, even if my progress is slower
than a snail’s, the gains are tremendous. And with Baba holding me up
every time | fall and bruise myself, there is nothing really to fear.

HE IS AN EMBODIMENT OF FORGIVENESS AND MERCY. Many of
us have grown up uninitiated in the ways of true Vaishnav behaviour.
Therefore, even after coming in contact with Baba, we cannot easily let
go of our need for sensory pleasure, petty envies, jealousies, bickerings,
greed, pride etc. And we commit so many mistakes at His lotus feet. In
our deep-rooted ignorance, we mistrust His words, disobey His instruc-
tions, question His actions, and doubt His assurances. Many come to
Him for quick solutions to their mundane problems, and when things do
not go as per their desire, they are quick to judge His actions.

The biggest mistake we can make is to attribute human traits to Him,
to judge Him like one of us. Since our spiritual vision is still dimmed, we
are deluded by His human like qualities and are blind to His divinity.
And every time we make a mistake the quickest way out of our misery is
to humbly ask His forgiveness. Just feeling guilty is not enough. We have
to genuinely feel sorry and be ready for penitence. | can relate so many
instances where | faltered, did or said something inappropriate, or held
a wrong attitude, for which | felt miserable later. | have learnt that if | seek
his forgiveness with a pure heart and with true humility, all traces of mis-
ery are wiped out, and | once again feel the joy of His love. It is not that
He had stopped loving because | had committed a wrong, but that | had
clouded my heart with a wrong attitude which prevented His ray of love
from reaching.

Baba had once explained to a devotee that Krishna’s heart is like a
mirror in which you see your own image! It is our own negative traits that
we see reflected in that mirror, and we quickly project them on to Him
and say ‘You have so many faults !’ or “You do not love me’. Krishna is all
loving, He is perfect and complete. It is we who have the faults, and we
who do not know to love. Once we recognise this process of projection
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that we do on to Him, we will be quick to redress the distorted vision,
whenever it happens. The process of learning is the process of owner-
ship of our faults. In true love there is no blame. As we progress on this
path and our own insights are refined, we will learn to recognise and
appreciate Baba's greatness more and more.

HE LIVES WITH COMPLETE AWARENESS INTHE PRESENT : Living
completely in the present is living with complete awareness. This is a
major lesson | have learnt from Him. | have seen in Him the ability to
instantly adjust to change as it takes place, unlike us who can be thrown
out of gear by sudden changes. He is acutely tuned in to what each one
of us is feeling in the ‘here and now’ and deals with us accordingly. |
have seen Him always alert to everything that is happening around Him,
never even for a moment is he absent minded. He picks up the smallest
nuances, and has an ear to every opinion. Everyone’s feelings and
thoughts have value for Him.

From Baba | have learnt the possibility of being with people only
with your ‘here and now’ feelings, without carrying any baggage from
the past. Truly letting go from the heart. (If He were to remember the hun-
dreds of wrongs we do, that would have been the end of us!) If a devo-
tee’s attitude is correct in the moment, no matter how wrong she may
have been yesterday, Baba will reciprocate in a way that reflects her
current attitude. If only letting go of past bad feelings could be as easy
for us! But what an efficient and effective way to handle relationships!

Each moment unfolds for us a new truth and fresh possibilities. Baba
is teaching us to explore the ‘newness’ of each moment by being fully
alive to it with all our being. Have you ever wondered how Baba always
looks ever new and fresh every day. He often offers refreshingly different
points of view of the same topic at different times. He never stales or
clings to a viewpoint as the ‘only one’. ‘Dine’dine’navang navang, namami
nandasambhavang’. (O Krishna, my obeisance to you who appear ever
new every day). He is dynamic yet constant, fluid yet steady. He holds
within Himself all paradoxes and still remains congruent. | can not even
begin to understand Him!

COMPLETE EXPERIENCING OF EMOTIONS : This is a fallout of the
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above point. Baba is the most expressive person | have experienced.
Be it His facial expression, His language or His feelings, He lives each
emotion to its fullest. When He is like a child, His whole being radiates
childlike innocence and fun. He will clap His hands and give a chuckle
that could pull a string even in the hardest heart. His feelings are never
diluted, and He expresses Himself with breathtaking eloquence. The
most moving example of this can be experienced during His discourses.
He lives each Bhav so completely and movingly.

COMPLETE FOCUS AND COMPLETE DISCIPLINE : | have never ex-
perienced Baba being distracted or lax in any matter. The most remark-
able thing about Him is His regular routine. No matter how busy or even
unwell He may be, He follows His daily schedule with meticulous disci-
pline. His day has 24 waking hours in it. On the occasions that | have
stayed with Him, | have seen Him stay awake all night, and yet look and
alert the next morning.

Perfect discipline can be possible only with a Perfect Being, His
meticulousness takes care of the smallest detail. Many times He gives
me several tasks to do, and | do all of them with care, but maybe forget
one.Just when | am feeling pleased as punch, He will ask me only of the
one | had forgotten to do !

So many times | have seen Him want to accomplish tasks that ap-
pear fraught with difficulties. He will make several of us run around to
find the ways and means of doing it. We may come back and tell Him that
the task could not be accomplished due to so many problems. His per-
severance always bears fruit and suddenly with a masterstroke, things
will fall into place in a way we never imagined possible ! Had we lived in
the moment with complete focus, we could also have recognised the
alternatives, which Baba had to finally point out to us.

HE ALLOWS COMPLETE FREEDOM : Rarely will you find Baba giving
instructions. Very often devotees who newly take Diksha from Him, ask
us, ‘Please tell us the do’s and don’ts to be followed by us’. Baba always
says, ‘Follow your own inclinations. There are no compulsions’. He never
insists that we change our food habits, observe fasts on certain days, or
lead any particular lifestyle. When | met Baba, | used to eat non-vegetar-
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ian food. One day, on my own, the need to eat non-vegetarian food went
away, and | turned into a happy vegetarian. The same thing also hap-
pened with my son. | was addicted to drinking tea the whole day. One
day, the need for the brew also went away. He allows the change to take
place naturally from within so that the devotee works through her free
will. Real change can never be imposed. Even, if it is, it is temporary. Of
course, the more we are able to receive His grace, the more easy will it
be to change stubborn habits. But His message is, ‘you have to take
charge of your life at all times.’ He is always there to help and guide us,
but He is waiting for us to take the first step.

EXACTING STANDARDS ANDTOTAL QUALITY : Baba will not tolerate
any work which is less than perfect. Being with Baba for some time now,

I have found myself automatically more meticulous in whatever | do.You -

may have also noticed that when Baba gives someone assignment where
His instruction has to be passed on to someone, He will always recheck
with the devotee, ‘so what did | tell you to say?’ And invariably, when we
repeat His instructions to Him, there will be some detail missing.

Initially, when | would report back to Him after completing any as-
signment, He would quiz me in detail on all aspects of the work. Most of
His questions could not be answered, required me to go back for more
information. Slowly, as my quality awareness improves under His guid-
ance, | try to do a more complete job.

PERFECT BLEND OF MODERNISM WITH TRADITIONALISM : Baba
strikes perfect balance between the old and the new. He is very up-to-
date on the latest trends, be it technology, fashion, sports, politics, films
oranything else. There is a timelessness about Him, you cannot pin Him
down to any particular time or age. How often do we hear elderly people
say ‘during our times things used to be different’. Baba belongs to all
times, and all generations. None of His devotees, from children to the
very old, feel any alienation from Him on this score. In fact, day by day,
| see more and more young people becoming attracted to Him. And yet,
he upholds values and teachings that are as old as the hills. He is the
embodiment of ‘sanatan dharma’.that which always was, and always will
be. From Him | have imbibed deep respect for our traditions and culture,
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and have understood that you can welcome the new without forsaking
the old. | have also understood that time is a servant who sits at Baba'’s
feet and follows His instructions.

The subject of Baba is such that it has no beginning or end. | could
go on and on, but | finish here with apologies to the readers for this very
inadequate and rambling article. | neither have the authority nor the wis-
dom to dwell on the subject as vast and lofty as Baba, and it is only my
impertinence that | dare to say what | do.

May | always find a place at His lotus feet, and an opportunity to
serve Him eternally.

Sukhvinder
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BABA AND THE NAME

At Braja Brahma was in a playful mood. He was at his simplest and

the sublimest. He played with the cowherds and the gopis. He played
with his flute. -

At Nabadwipa he preached the Lord's name. He himself being Hari
preached the Name of Hari. He being the Krishna of Braja wept for
Krishna. He embodied love for God at its intensest.

At Bhubaneshwara - Calcutta - Delhi he loves to hear his own name
being sung. The Kirtaniyas sing Hari’'s name constantly in Hari's pres-
ence. Hari did not keep aloof from his loving people at Braja and
Nabadwipa. Neither does he keep himself away from his own ones in
Bhubaneshwara - Calcutta- Delhi, the new places of His new lila. In the
present incarnation his lila encloses Vrindaban and Nabadwipa as well.

He is known as Sri Srimat Bhakti Sraban Tirtha Goswami. The clue
to the special nature of the present incarnation of God is to be found in
the name he has adorned. He is Bhakti Sraban Tirtha Maharaj. He is
Bhakti personified. He is Sraban Tirtha, always loves to hear the names
of Hari, Krishna and Gouranga.

Mahaprabhu gave the saviour name to the people. The name liber-
ates the Jiva from avidya which keeps him away from God. Avidya is
darkness surrounding the soul. It is ignorance which prevents the Jiva
from realising the truth of his own being. Mahaprabhu gave the liberat-
ing Name.

But if giving is to be effective it needs receiving. Giving is honoured
by receiving. Mahaprabhu gives and Sraban Tirtha Maharaj receives.
Mahaprabhu shows how to sing the Name and Sraban Tirtha Goswami
shows how to listen to it, how to receive it, how to intergrate it with one’s
whole being-both inner and outer.

What is the Name ? What is its glory ? Why shall we sing it and listen
to it ? What is its efficacy ? Why Baba asks us to place ourselves always
under the shelter of the Name ? He himself has clarified the points.
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He says that the Vedas, the Purans, the epics have sung the glory of
the Name. If you do not know the intrinsic merit of the Name or the theory
of it; if you have no respect for it; if you have no intention to utter the
Name yet you have just uttered it; even if you have uttered it with the
intention of vilifying the person behind the Name you will have beneficial
results. If somehow your tongue touches the Name you will get the
benefits which the Name brings. When any part of your body touches
the burning coal it gets burnt. It is like that.

Baba narrates a story. Sri Sanatan Goswami was then at Puri. As
Mahaprabhu was one day invited to take prasad at the temple of Tota
Gopinath he asked Sri Sanatan to join him at that place. Sanatan was
wild with joy at Mahaprabhu’s call. He was so overwhelmed that he lost
even his physical sense. He went to Gopinath by the sandy path of the
sea beach. It was the month of Jaistha, the hottest month. It was noon.
The sands under the sun became as hot as fire. Sanatan’s feet were
burnt. But he was oblivious. He had no feeling of the body. He did not
know the condition of his feet. When Mahaprabhu drew his attention to
it, he became aware then only.

The heat of the sand worked on Sri Sanatan’s feet though he was
not conscious about it at that time. Heat works irrespective of your being
aware of it. Similarly, if one utters the Name without being concerned
about the Person behind the Name it showers its grace on one. If you
utter the Name without having any thought about the Person, it is called
Namabhas- that is, you are taking the Name without any aim or object
and without bothering about the Person (the Namee). Even this
Namabhas is fruitful. Such is the glory of the Name.

The Name and the Namee, the name and the person whom the
name indicates are the same. These cannot be separated. God is the
namee. He is Sacchidananda, the existence-consciousness-bliss itself.
His name also is just that. The Name, like the Namee is self-expressive.
It does not depend on anything to manifest its glory. It does not depend
on the conditions of the mind of the individual who is uttering the Name,
and it does not care whether the man is aimless or not. It is all about the
Name touching one’s tongue.
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Mahaprabhu has said that you can take the Name anytime, any-
where, even when you eat or go to sleep. Any other mode of sadhana is
not free of any requirement. Taking of name need not wait for any place,
time or rule. That is why it is called the Great Way.

The Name brings down God as well as the singer of the Name. The
Jiva identifies himself with the body, he thinks the ego is he. For this
reason he cannot realise God. The Name brings him down from the
height of that ego-centricism, removes the ego-sense and cleanse the
mind. The Name is so powerful that it brings down the God to the singer
of His name. The Name enables the singer to have a glimpse of the God;
raises mercy at the heart of the God so that the aspiration of the singer
is fulfilled.

The mind of man s engrossed with materialistic thoughts. It cannot
concentrate itself on God. Intense and regular efforts are required for
that. Mind may flicker or run hither and tither. But you have to sit down
daily and sing the Name for sometime. You should form a habit in this
way. At the beginning you should keep a count of the numbers you have
taken the Name.

Sri Haridas was an intimate associate of Mahaprabhu. He was a
siddha, a realised soul. Yet he made a vow to keep the count of the num-
bers. This was his daily practice. Everyday he took the Name three lakh
times. Mahaprabhu himself observed this practice in order to set an ideal
forus.

If we follow this path our minds will be cleaned by the grace of the

‘Name. Then we shall take the taste of the sweetness of the Name.

Sugar-candy tests bitter to a bile-affected tongue. Yet sugar-candy is the
medicine to cure the influence of the bile.

Even if you are free of the bile-effect you will fail to enjoy the
sweetness of the sugar-candy in case your tongue is covered with a
portion of a banana-leaf. Because the sweetness is neither in the sugar-
candy, nor in the tounge. It precisely lies in the connection of the
sugar-candy with the toungue.

The sense-organs, including the toungue of a Jiva who is under the
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seize of maya (illusion) are encrusted with maya-dirts. So even if the
sweet name of Sri-Krishna touches his organs he cannot feel the sweet-
ness. Yet singing the Name is the way to remove the dirt. When it is
removed the sweetness of the Name is felt at once.

The grace of the Name can be observed in another way. The Name
is not an earthly thing. But human organs are earthly. So human organs
cannot grasp the Name. Yet if anyone wants to sing the Name it de-
scends on his toungue and begins to dance there. Such is the grace of
the Name.

The Name is self-manifest. It can descend on anyone’s toungue,
irrespective of his/her desire. There are fortunate persons who utter the
Name even when they are asleep. So much is the grace of the Name.
No other form of sadhana can bestow such grace.

Baba has revealed many other aspects of the glory of the Name of
the Lord. He himself is the Lord incarnate in a human form. So he can
reveal the truth of the Name in all its aspects.

When nam-kirtan or the singing of the Name goes on in his pres-
ence one feels the very Vaikuntha or the supreme abode of Hari has
come down on the earth. Or we have been lifted up there.

Such is Baba’s grace that very ordinary people like us get a glimpse
of God just by sitting near him. His presence is divine. No sadhana is
required to feel it.

Baba has come to bring a revolution in the world. He has come to
lead humanity Godward. His purpose is to prepare humanity for the
advent of Satyayuga when the reign of Truth will be established on earth.

Baba is ushering in a great global movement. This movement will
encompass the whole of the world, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s move-
ment spread throughout India. He preached selfless love for God. His
method was to sing the Name of Hari. He electrified the masses. Baba
is working on the same lines. Only this time Baba'’s divine mission will not
be confined within the shores of India. It may spread among the people
of the world like wild fire.
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Singing of the Name of God is one of the key elements of the move-
ment. Mahaprabhu cast the seed more than five hundred years ago.
The seed is now sprouting. The saplings are coming out. Soon there will
be a flood.

Mahaprabhu cast the seeds, Baba is bringing up a full-blown flower
garden. Mahaprabhu gave the Name, Baba is receiving it on behalf of
the humanity. The power of the Name will be felt by all. It will awaken the
real but sleeping self in us. God’s grace will come down on humanity. The
glory of the Name will outshine all other things.

PABITRA KUMAR GHOSH
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DIVINE CIVILISATION AND LORD KRISHNA

SUPREME TAKES HUMAN BIRTH :

It was a total serenity all around. Lord has taken birth as son of
Basudev and Devaki at Mathura, in India, the chosen place of birth of
the Lord. Amidst a valley of tremendous amount of arrogance, vulgarity,
cruelty and all sorts of ugly animosity, Lord has taken birth. Moral basis
of functioning had taken a far rear seat. Basis of life was the rule of the
might. Sovereignty became a buzzword for the wicked, the mighty, the
cruel. It was a full of rocky situation. No trace of the softness of a sen-
sitive heart was there. Righteousness became a thing :o be ridiculed,
ignored and thrashed. Those who want to live moral, spiritual lives are
the ones who are continuously oppressed. The saints and sages are
tortured and on top of everything, the devotion and dedication to God is
given rocky treatment. It was the background of the society and situa-
tion on which grew the presence of the Supreme in human form. This
time the name undertaken was KRISHNA.

KRISHNA-KANHAIAH : -

Supreme had stepped on the earth with a serene poise on the entire
universe including the stars and planets. The stellar constellations had
forgotten their arrogance and enmity. The stars and planets-all were in a
mood to welcome the lord.

Yaharye bajana janma aksham shanta aksha graha tarakam

(V. 10/3/1)

(At the moment of the Lord’s taking human birth, the stars and planets
had abandoned their arrogance and enmity and adopted a total serene
poise-to greet Him.)

Mahi mangal bhuishta puragrama brajakara)

(V. 10/3/2)

(The entire world echoed with signs of delight and goodness. Villages
and cities adorned alike in pleasure wraps and dressed to offer hearty
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welcome to the Lord.)

Those who were antagonists to the divine found some automatic changes
in their lives. On one hand they became afraid of the Lord, they had their
inner shaken and trembling. It appeared as if some occasion had arrived
for them to recast their way of life with a fresh focus of vision and action.
No more reckless action. Let all find a way out for the fresh texture of life.
If one continues with the set of actions as usual, one might face the
consequences of getting hands burned and legs soiled, if not a com-
plete cessation of existence takes place. Waves of these emotions had
swept the minds of the cruel-the demons and anti-gods.

Whereas it was all delight and bliss for the devotees of the divine.
The religious and spiritual minded had experienced a soothing wave
sweeping their hearts. Tears of devotion and self-giving love rolling down
their cheeks. They danced in ecstatic frame of joy uttering and repeating
the holy name of the Lord. ‘Oh Lord ! You have come ! Oh the master, the
protector, | welcome your coming, | greet your presence. Oh my most
beloved, you are the doyen of my being, the constant star of my heart,
be here forever. Oh the eternal, marry with our devotion for an eternal
co-existence. | bow to thee. Oh the sweetest of the sweets’. The right-
eous and spiritual beings got their master revealed-a unique situation of
living for them. The pure being found in the appearance of the Lord very
favourable context to survive. God has shown them the road to peace,
bliss, and on top of everything serving the supreme with entirety-the
body and soul. Devotees made the point expressing a sheer eagerness
to understand ways and means to offer service to the Lord. ‘How to pre-
pare myself solemnly to be a devout servant of the Lord | How shall | get
the chance to see Him, serve Him ? May not my service bear any
element of my desire, my tests, preferences, my choices and my ego ?
May it be the solemn service to the divine with allout devotion and
selfless love! Yes, they felt, the hour of god has come. Now a pure
selfless love can emanate to offer a dedicated service unto Him.

AT THE HOUR OF GOD :

Lord had revealed His unique and universal form to Arjuna during
the war of Mahabharata. He says in the Bhagavata Gita :
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‘Maya prasannena taba Arjuna idam
rupam param darshitam atma jagat
tejamayam viswam anantam adyam
yanme twad anneyna na drishtapurbam.

(B. G. XI - 47)

(Being gracious to you, Oh Arjuna, | have shown you this universal form
of mine being in the mood of ecstasy. This form of supreme power, the
primordial and endless exposure of my power has never been shown to
anyone else.)

Arjuna was the pivotal being in the divine’s design to change the
course of things. The righteous had prevailed upon the other kinds of
contexts after the interactions. He was the chosen man, friend in life, to
accomplish the Supreme’s design on earth. Supreme had seen an op-
portune period for Him to take a recluse in the atmosphere of earth. The
outer or extrinsic reasons being to protect the devotees and righteous
from the oppressions of the unruly and unkind. The lord says :

‘Paritranaya sadhunam vinashayo cha dushkritam
dharma samstha panarthayo sambhabami yugae yugae’

(B.G. IV - 8)

(I appear on this earth repeatedly in ages to establish the rule of religion
and spirituality through the protection and sustenance of the noble peo-
ple and destruction of the wicked and unrighteousness.)

This is perhaps the extrinsic reason and outer factor of His coming on
earth with a human abode to live amongst the humans. His kingly attire
shows that the worldly design perhaps concerns more of these roles of
protection on one hand and destruction on the other, sustenance on one
hand and perishing on the other. Does He really bother about all these?

Whose actions are all those revealed ?
‘I am a wicked’
‘I am a killer’

‘l am a saint’
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‘I am a saviour’

Do all these really matter in His design ? A saint is ‘saint’ as be-
cause his sainthood has been triggered, encouraged and watered all
the time by the divine. Or else, the saint would have crumbled down to
the sands of groaning soil, peering in rows with the wicked or the killers.

It seems, then, some deeper reason might be there behind His tak-
ing up a human form through a human or divine process.

It was indeed the parents of the born who had realised Him the first.

Nishithe tama udbhute jayamane janardane
Devakyam Devarupinam Vishnuh sarvaguhashayah
Abir asid yatha prachyam dishi induriba pushkalah.’

(V-10/3/8)

( A deep darkness of the night had prevailed at the time of lord krishna’s
birth. Lord Vishnu with the entirety of His expanse and power had taken
birth on the lap of mother Devaki like the full moon unveiling in the east
flooding the earth with its soothing lights and delight.)

Who has mothered him ? Devaki-a worldly name of the supreme
condensed in the form of Devaki. Both Basudeyv, the father and Devaki,
the mother were above the rules and attributes of worldly personalities.
They were beyond all sorts of specific qualities- noble, dynamic, and
sloth. They were the chosen abodes through whom the supreme is des-
tined to take birth. The supreme establishes a mother-child relationship
with one who is again a complete divine. The Upanishad explains this
point by saying :

‘“Twam eva bhantam anu vatli sarvam
Tashya bhasha sarvam idam bivati.’

(You, the supreme, are the self-expressor of everything. Things are the
revelations of yours. Your expressions of delight are the cause behind
the sustenance and growth of everything. Nay the presence of the divine
in and through all forms and interactions.)

4
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The parenthood is also His. He is the child as also the parent : Krishna
and His parents all at the same time. Devaki is the condensed form of
His divinity. This is why Devaki and Basudev could realise the fact that it
was the supreme embodied through their child, Kanhaiah. Basudev be-
came full of ecstatic joy. He could recognise the baby as embodiment of
the supreme as he found all the symptoms that are available in the scrip-
tures are visible in him. The father prostrated before his baby, the su-
preme embodied and offered him his praise.

‘Viditoshi bhaban sakshat prakrite parah
Kebala anubhaba ananda swarupah sarba buddhi drik.’

(Oh ! The Supreme lord, the nature is under your control. You are per-
fect-consciousness and bliss, you know the ripples in the mind of others.
Now, | find you the,supreme as my son.)

Basudev had the eyes to see the form of the divine. This is highly
unusual. It is said that with the empirical eyes divine form cannot be
seen. .

‘Na pashyati chakshusha rupam asya’
(The Supreme can not be seen with bare eyes.)

Lord had said this to Arjuna also. After having shown His universal
form to Arjuna, the lord had said :

‘Sudarshanam idam rupam drishtabanashijanmam
Deva apyasy rupasya nityam darshan aakangshinam.’

(The lord says, Arjuna, the universal form of mine, which | have shown
you just now out of love, is a rare vision. This form can not be seen with
the empirical human eyes. Even the gods, who are always very keen on
seeing this form, can not have the vision without my grace.)

Basudev saw universal form of the divine in the human form of his
baby son. It seems, either it was due to a special grace for Basudev
which enabled him have a complete vision of the supreme in a human
abode. Or, Basudev had become a realised devotee, himself being some
sort of embodiment of the divine. The empirical eyes can not see divine’s
form in original. Transcedence to the divine qualities is required to have

%

\&

53



the proper vision of Him.
‘Aba jananti mam mudha manushim tanum ashritam’

-Lord Krishna expresses this in the Bhagawad Gita saying those igno-
rant of Him consider Him as just a human being and can not see be-
yond. Wisdom or appropriate knowledge of the divine can enable one to
have the proper vision. Basudev was the distinguished self, possessing
that wisdom.

BASUDEYV : THE DIVINE PERSON :

Lord blesses those who are capable enough to bless themselves.
As has been indicated earlier, complete vision of the supreme in the
newborn baby of Basudev was possible, as Basudev was a blessed
self. He is a chosen frame of divine to take human emergence from. Lord’s
grace and blessings are endowed to Basudev in diverse ways :

# Basudev — the prisoner
# Basudev — the father
BASUVEV - THE PRISONER :

Basudev was taken out of the society and put behind the bars due to
the fear stored in the mind of the king. The king who happened to be the
brother-in-law of Basudev was under the impression that the eighth
born of Basudev and Devaki is going to kill the king. King became ob-
sessed with the fear whereas Basudev was swimming in perennial bliss
amidst hardness and pains of the chains. Basudev had a continuous
feeling of the divine :

‘Kebala ananda anubhaba swarup’
(Always having the continuous feeling of bliss and bliss embodied.)

Blessed with the unperturbed flow of the divine nectar in the form of
love and devotion to the divine. Basudev takes the opportunity to ex-
press his mind to the supreme embodied in the baby.

‘Sa eva swaprakritah idam srishta agre triguna atmakam
Tad anu twam ha apravishta iva bhabuse.’
(V=10/3/14)
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(By expressing His options of the created qualities of Sattwa, Rajas and
Tamas, He has revealed himself through His creation. Because Of Him,
only the creation can reveal itself, as He is present in every small unit of
matter.)

Devaki, the human mother of lord is thus full of divine. She is the
potent as also the present form of the divine embodied in the frame
of a mother. Devaki’s motherhood embraces the supreme in human
spirit. She is beyond all qualities and all the time immersed in the thoughts
of the Supreme. Supreme, the universal container and contained is now
contained in the personal embrace of Devaki : chained inside the prison
Basudev and Devaki are both vibrant with the essence and ends
of Divine emergence. Prison thus, turns into a house of the cosmos
turned into ‘Vaikuntha'- the place of unrestrained love and devotion to
the divine.

BASUDEV-THE FATHER :

Whereas Basudev enjoys supreme bliss as prisoner. Having realised
and visioned the Supreme by His grace. Basudev performs the role of a
human father being deeply concerned with the wellbeing of the son. The
idea did nor come to his mind that this was not human relationship. Same
with the mother Devaki in her motherly emotion to see that the baby is
duly protected and groomed in a safe and noble environment. The fa-
therhood in Basudev was unfolded because of the deep concerns for the
baby by its mother. ‘Basudev knows well that :

“Ya atmano drishya guneshu sannit
byabasyte swabyatirek atohabudhe.’

(V-10/3/18)

(He who does not know the oneness of the atman and the body is
ignorant of the essence of divine spirit.)

Basudev knows the secret that the spirit of supreme is very much
immersed into every bit of his being.

‘Ya atmano’ supposes that the entire visible world is embodied of
the supreme. The supreme SELF is the essence and the show of every-
thing. Nothing can be really bereft of the essence and gross-SELF of the
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Supreme. ltis grace of the Lord through which all entities are present in
certain self or the other. Presence of supreme in the mundane is as real
as supreme Himself. Basudev realises this feature of the divine as he
himself is a divine devotee.

BASUDEV-THE DIVINE DEVOTEE

Basudev sees supreme present before him in the abode of his baby
son. He sees in Him all forms of the supreme manifested through a
divine baby. However, his mind becomes scared as he is slowly back to
the normal human senses. Back to human thoughts, he realises that
this baby is vulnerable to the threat of Kamsa, the king who is just
minutes apart waiting to bring deluge to Devaki's sons.

‘Atha enam atmajam biksha mahapurusha lakshamanam’

]

(V—10/3/23)

(Basudev after having observed the baby and realising its identity through
the understanding of the symptoms of the great soul in it, called upon
the divine in the baby to protect himself from the fiery anger of Kamsa.)

In her sense as the mother, Devaki also had the twin emotions around
the baby son. On one hand the realised vision of the supreme in the son
made her full of joy, bliss and divine love of a mother, on the other hand,
as a motherly love takes the path of protecting the life of the offspring,
Devaki became utterly anxious about the fate of the baby. It is just a mix
of divine view and the humanly view of life that Devaki got into. Devaki
offers her solemn prayer to the lord in her baby son

‘Rupam yattam prahur abyaktam adyam,
Brahma jyotir nirgunam nirbikaram.
Matta amatram nirbishesham niriham,
Sa twa sakshad Vishnur adhyatma dipah.’
(V—10/3/24)

(You are the solemn embodiment of the supreme who is without any
revealed attributes, formless, indescribable and at the same time es-
sence of all the forms. You are all those related and friends. In you vests,
everything converges unto you. This realisation makes me believe that
you are the lord Vishnu, the supreme.)

- _J
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Born supreme reveals Himself to Devaki in totality. Devaki’s realisa-
tion is again solely due to the love and devotion in her towards the su-
preme. Supreme’s grace, a function of the personality profile, is
endowed upon divine soul alone-what has been the case with both
Basudev and Devaki. Amidst the unruly rule of Kamsa and the unrighteous
real perspective started a new civilisation-the divine civilisation.

DIVINE CIVILISATION :

When Devaki says, you are ‘sakshad Vishnu’, she confirms the other
sayings about the lord, which are like :

‘Sarvam khalu idam Brahman’-all these perceptible are nothing but the
supreme; or, ‘Sarvam Vishnu mayam jagat’ - the creation in entirety is
the supreme; Alternatively, Na Vishnuna bastutaram hi vachyam’—the
creation is in no way different or apart from the supreme.

Devaki had her basis of uttering on the realisation of the supreme in
His form, entity and entirety. However, the problem arose with her con-
fusion over the protection of the supreme as Kanhaiah, her son. This
shows some element of lack of confidence remains in her. The supreme
is full - certitude-no confusion or uncertainty whatsoever remains in her.

Doubt can remain partially when the transition process starts. It
remains as a mix of divinity and humanly passion and affection. Devaki
and Basudev are devotees of the supreme. Total consecration to the
supreme is yet to be in them. They are in the midst of the process of
transition from humanly to a divine civilisation.

“Janma te mashysou papo na vidyan madhusudan
Samud bije bhabade uddhatah Kamshad aham adhir adhih.’

(Oh the lord Madhusudan, | am very much afraid of the king Kamsha
because of you. Make sure that Kamsha does not come to know about
the fact that you have taken birth in our home.)

‘Vishwam yad swatanou nishante,

Yatha avakasham purushah parou bhaban.

Bibharti sohayam mama garvo goha bhutadaho,

Nriloksya birhambanam hi tad.’ (V-10/3/31)
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(The supreme who makes the universe created out of Him and gets that
destroyed and deluged in Him, has most gracefully taken birth through
this abode to undertake wilfully the pains of a human form.)

Devakis’ understanding of the human play of the supreme is of a
series of pains that humans suffer from, This is because of the limita-
tions inherent in the undertaking of a human frame. It is equally true at
the same time that Devaki had the supra-human quality to realise the
divine in complete presence. This shows again, she is divine abode and
full of devotion also graced by the supreme. Both Basudev and Devaki
were the divine abodes - they were gracedly the supreme to take human
forms and lived lives of the divine. This in essence, is the seed of a new
civilisation-which is of Krishna’s.

The essential feature of this civilisation is living with the divine and
leading things and interaction with the divine at the centre of all thoughts,
action and interactions. A new civilisation is born of the regenerated
vision and realisation of Krishna-Kanhaiah forming a life of the divine.

REFERENCES: :

1. SRIMAD BHAGAWATAM : shown as V'’
2. SRIMAD BHAGAWAD GITA : shown as ‘BG’.

DR. R.P. BANERJEE
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With Best Compliments from :

-
0
Tagad®

The Central Pulp Mills Limited

Registered Office & Works : P.O. Central Pulp Mills - 394 660
Fort Songadh, Dist, Surat, Gujarat
Tel : (02624) 21228, 21278, 21279, 21280
Fax : (02624) 21138, E-mail : general @cpmijk.jkmail.com

Largest integrated Pulp & Paper Mill in Gujarat State and part of JK organisation with quick turna-
round after change of management.

India’s first mother Pulp Mill now manufacturing high quality S S Maplitho, Copier Paper, Account
" Book Paper, Coating Base Paper, ARSR Paper, Ledger, Parchment, Coloured Papers, White Print-
ing etc.

Bleached Sulphate Pulp also being manufactured for paper mills.

Corporate Office Marketing Office :
The Central Pulp Mills Limited The Central Pulp Mills Limited
Nehru House “Janmangal’
4, Bahadurshah Zafar Marg 45-47 Bombay Samachar Marg
New Delhi 110 002 Mumbai 400 023
Tel : 011-3311112-15, 3711429 Tel : 022-2660198, 2663135, 2691228
Fax :011-3712680 Fax : 022-2662933
E-mail : bsb@jkmail.com E-mail : paperwz @jkmail.com
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With Best Compliments from. :

BALUJA SHOE CO.

B-27, Connaught Place, New Delhi - 110001.
Phones : 3322112, 3329193
Fax :91-11-3321408

Resi: 117, Jorbagh, New Delhi-110 003
Phones : 4619841, 4631447, 4643054, 4643086
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With Beit Gamp[iimmﬂ W :
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Dey’s MEebicaL STORES
Mrc. (U.P) LimiTED
Regd. Office
2/B, Beli Road, Allahabad - 211002
Factory
Karchana, Allahabad - 212301
Admn. Office
17, Collin Lane Calcutta - 700 016
Manufacturer of :
Pharmaceutical Medicine e Keo-Karpin Hair Oil & Hair Vitalizer
sza.ce
Donaled
ell
 Wisher
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Best iy
from : Az
UTSEV PALACE
Complete Family Retreat
©: 6965826 /656 4046
Ao BaEe 9811165968
Attached Baths
Geysers

Wall to wall carpeting

Intercom Telephone

24 hrs. Room Service E - 91 SAKET NEAR PUR CINEMA
Pickup facility also NEW DELHI

Weth Best Compliments from :
VIKRANT AWLOYS & FORGINGS PVT. LTD.

Regional Offices :
209, Embassy Centre

11, Crescent Road
Bangalore - 560 001
Phone No. ; 080-226 4436
Fax No. : 080-225 3873

A-31, Shalimar Garden
Ambedkar Chowk,

Regd. Off. & Works
Maitypara,

Delhi Road, (N.H. 2)

Dankuni - 711 224 ( W. Bengal)
@ - 033-659 1827/1870

Fax : 033-659 3738

Corporate Office :
14, N. S. Road, Post Box. 674 Anudh-Khadi Road
Calcutta - 700 001 Pune - 411 003
@ : 033-220 2179/4235, 243 Phone No. : 0212-581 3091

6671 Fax No. : 0212-581 3091
Fax : 033-221 1700

ALSO AT

JAMSHEDPUR ROURKELA BHILAI VISAKHAPATNAM
0657-239646 0661-543246 0788-357883 0891-540276

CALL US FOR QUALITY OPEN DIE FORGINGS, ON TIME !
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With
Best
Compliments
from. :

WE SEEK BLESSINGS FROM YOU.

:’/]/('z. S, d? Banszjzz
Mu. Minati Banszj.ss

CALCUTTA

\Q

Weth
Best
—

B. N. DUTTA

(ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS)

326, Road No. 7, Sonari West Layout

Jamshedpur - 831011, Telephone : 227074
Specialists in Coke Ovens
(Repair & Maintenance)

Civil ® Mechanical e Refractories ® Gunniting @ Piling

E
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With Best Compliments from :
‘. .
KaLvan Bose & FAMILY (London)

‘7.

V. N. R. Construction
246, Bhalubasa, Agrico, Jamshedpur - 831009

Sunil Dhawan & Co.
&

RAMSARUP GROUP

10/4, ALIPORE PARK PLACE, CALCUTTA - 700 027 INDIA
@ : 479 8247/2623/8560/9737, FAX : (91)(33) 4797095
E-mail : ramsarup @cal2.vsnl.net.in, Web Site : www.ramsarup.com

ONLYSMART

Quality Internet Service 24-hr Helpdesk : 3673670

RELIANCE INFOCOM LIMITED,
DN-53, Sector -V, Salt Lake, Calcutta - 700 091

CHANDRA INDUSTRIES

(An 1SO 9002 Company)
Manufacturers of Metal Z - Shields for Ball Bearing and Clutch Bearing Components

O.E. with SKF, NBC, TATA, NRB, HMT & SBL BEARINGS

Office & Works : 1A, Industrial Estate, Bais Godown, Jaipur-302006
Ph.: 0141-214248, 213017 (O) 381171, 382725 (R), Fax : 0141-214246, E-mail : chandra@datainfosys.net

N
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With Best Compliments from :

¢

SoLo Mio Tie=Up Pvr. LT1D.

23A, Netaji Subhas Road, 1st, Floor, Room No. 20
Calcutta - 700 001, Ph : 220-4125 / 9530 / 7256, Fax : 210 - 2388

\/
0.0

Haumark Const. Go. Pvr. L.

23A, Netaji Subhas Road, 1st, Floor, Room No. 20
Calcutta - 700 001, Ph: 220-7256 | 9530 | 4125, Fax : 210 - 2388

N/
0‘0

AUTOMATION INDIA
6A, Narkel Bagan, Jadavpur, Kolkata - 700 032

7
254

Jeewan AGARWAL

&
DX

DarsaritaL Puri & Sons.

@,
0’0

Mercuant Survevor Co.

7
0’0

RAINBOW SYSTEMS & SERVICES

21A/2, Everest House
46C, Jawharlal Nehru Road, Kolkata - 700 O71

i\\
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With Best Compliments from :

o,
¥t

Alpana Basu
Gift Novelty [tems & [nterior Decorator

523, Jodhpur Park, Calcutta - 700 068
Phone : 472-4257

7
0‘0

B. R. Das

Civil Contractor
1A162, Baisnabghata, Patuli, Calcutta - 94

7
0‘0

Mys. Anjali Mukherjee

Malaysia

S
%

Rosenbluth International

21, Old Court House Street
India Steamship House, Calcutta
Phone : 2489232/ 7165/ 3779/ 9864/ 8537
Fax : 248-0589, E-mail : riindia@cal.vsnl.net.in
‘Website : www.rosenbluth.com

Branches : Delhi / Mumbai / Chennai

=
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With Beut Compliments from :

0’0
We sect %(ewmw from you.
. Mt- @ Scrw}u}afcu
Nss. fo 8(::19::.}564
Wlé:o. /O Seus}u}ofn

Coalectia

oo

We sect the Ulessings of your divine grace.
| Me. D. N. Banerjee

Mrs. S. Banerjee

Calcutta

7
0’0

XPS CARGO SERVICES

105, A. K. Mukherjee Road, Near Tobin Crossing, Baranagar
Calcutta - 700 050, (West Bengal), Tel. : (033) 5461703-7
E-mail : xps.xero @tci.sprintrpg.ems.vsnl.net.in

o
°o®

BATAMAN (NFOTECH PVT. LTD.)

16, G. C. AVENUE, CALCUTTA - 700 013
TELEFAX : 221 9559, 221 9561, 237 8265
E-Mail : dataman@cal2.vsnl.net.in
Mobile : 98300 62696

Y
A

Rila Gloih
Aunirban Kumar Ghosh

2
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Weth Best Compliments from :

o
For home office and all your property requirement in Calcutta
contact
MERLIN GROUP
Quality Homes. By Quality People.
Merlin House
79, Shambhunath Pandit Street, Calcutta 700 020

Phone : 455-6702-6, Fax : 91-33-455 6707, e-mail : info@merlinprojects.com
visit us at : www.merlinprojects.com, Member : City Developers Forum

9.
0’0

Eastern Travels Pvt. Ltd.

26, Shakespeare Sarani, Calcutta - 700 017,
Ph. No.:247-7963 /7517 / 7773 & 280-0755 / 56
Fax No. : 247-4382

Main Road, Bistupur, Jamshedpur 831 001,
Ph. No. 0657-433188 / 431429, Fax No. 0657-431407

Main Road, Ranchi, Ph. No. 307836 / 314695
Naya More, Western Avenue, B. S. City, Bokaro
Ph. No. 06542-42458 / 06542-46838

7
0‘0

‘ALL GLORY TO SRI SRI GURU AND GOURANGA’

D seek your blessings

Yours
[n The Service of
The Supreme Lord

A
Devotee

Y
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SERVED DAILY.

Bowling. Pool. Yum.my food.

Foot tapping music.
Car parking space.
Everything served together
everyday from 12 noon onwards.

Just go ahead and indulge.

~ o

__—Entertainment in the fasf lane

Leo Burnett C NPRL/OT/00
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Sri Gouranga Ashram
522, Jodhpur Park, Calcutta-700 008
Ph: 472 9014

Sri Gouranga Ashram
"~ Nava Vrindavan
Jonapur, Mehrauli, New Delhi-100 047
Ph : 680 1284, 680 6100

Sri Gouranga Ashram
A-19, Sahidnagar, Bhubaneshwar-751 007
Orissa, Ph : 510 052

Sri Gouranga Seva Sadan
A-19, Sahidnagar, Bhubaneshwar-751 007
Ornissa-Ph.::511.716

4/

Dakshina : Rs. 101.00



